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About Sargon
Sargon provides financial institutions and entrepreneurs with the technology and infrastructure they 
need to successfully build and grow investment funds.

Operating across Australia, New Zealand and Hong Kong, Sargon’s powerful combination of modern 
technology, financial licenses and industry experts navigate regulatory complexity, security and 
compliance so our clients can focus on what matters most: building a better future.

Today, Sargon is powering over $40 billion of assets with over 100 employees across 5 offices in 
Australia, New Zealand and Hong Kong and offer a range of leading and technology-enabled trustee, 
custodian and supervision solutions. With a diversified portfolio of financial licenses and modern 
technology, Sargon can also enable APAC market entry for global institutions and can enable the 
launch of new and innovative funds and financial products. 

Corporate Trust

Sargon offers leading corporate trust 
solutions. With strong commercial focus and 
capabilities across: 

• Custody and trustee solutions
• Structured finance and securitisation
• Note trustee

Retirement and Superannuation

With a robust platform built for the internet 
era, Sargon is enabling the launch of new and 
innovative funds:

• Retail superannuation
• Self-managed Small APRA Funds 

(SAF)

$40B+ 
Assets

Powered by Sargon

100+ 
Employees

20+ 
Institutions 

powered by Sargon

3 AU, NZ, HK
Regulated

jurisdictions
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Corporate Trust Solutions
We are a leading provider of corporate trust solutions to the financial services industry. As a corporate 
trustee or custodian, we are the legal owner of, or hold security over, assets and financial instruments 
on behalf of our clients, as well as providing operational settlement support and document custody.

Build Better
Our mission is to enable financial institutions and entrepreneurs to 

build better funds and financial products

Stuctured f nance and securitisation
Tr
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te
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ervices

• Agricultural funds
• Cash funds
• Direct property
• Employee share plans
• Equity funds
• Escrow
• Fixed interest funds
• Funds of funds
• Infrastructure funds
• Mortgage funds
• Peer-to-peer lending  

products
• Private equity funds
• Property funds
• Retirement villages
• Significant Investor  

Visa Funds

• Venture capital funds
• Water funds

Note issues

• Bond trustee
• Charitable trustee
• Claims agent
• Document custody
• Facility agent
• Issue and paying agent
• Lender of record
• Ownership trustee
• Process agent
• Registrar (wholesale)
• Security trustee
• SPV corporate 

governance and 
directorships

Trustee for noteholders:

•  Convertible notes       •  Hybrid notes       •  Retail and wholesale notes       •   Secured and unsecured 

Corporate
Trust
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Custody and trustee services

Our custodian and trustee services relate to 
holding assets on behalf of registered and 
unregistered managed investment schemes and 
wholesale clients. The assets can include real 
property, equities, fixed interest, mortgages, 
water licenses and managed funds. We also act 
as trustee for wholesale trusts and employee 
share schemes. In addition, we provide escrow 
services for holding Australian dollars and foreign 
currency as well as shares, documents and other 
assets. 

We specialise in providing custody and trustee 
services for small to medium sized investment 
managers. 

We work closely with our clients during the 
establishment phase to assist them in their 
trustee and custodian requirements of setting up 
a scheme.

Recent experience:

• Acting as trustee for employee share plans. The number 
of AET appointments has grown 67% over the past 
year.

• Acting as custodian and/or paying agent for market 
lending/peer to peer lending (P2P) clients which 
continue to grow.

• Acting as custodian for mortgage funds, the number of 
which increased by 25% over the past year.

• Acting as custodian for equity, fund of fund, private 
equity and property custody portfolios which continue 
to grow strongly with an increase of 28% over the past 
year.

• Acting as escrow agent where we have seen our 
escrow appointments double this financial year.

Structured fnance and securitisation 

Our structured finance and securitisation services 
include acting as trustee and/or security trustee 
for securitisation programmes, public private 
partnerships (PPP), index-based products 
and debt funding. We act as facility agent on 
corporate debt funding as well as process agent 
where an offshore issuer into the Australian 
market needs an Australian address for service 
of notices. 

In addition, we also provide directorship 
and corporate governance services for 
Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) set up as 
part of structured finance and securitisation 
transactions. 

We pride ourselves on being commercial and 
working closely with our clients on complex 
structured finance transactions to ensure they are 
completed within the required timeframes.

Recent experience:

• Acting as Security Trustee and Facility Agent for 
purchase of a large hotel redevelopment in Melbourne.

• Trustee and Security Trustee for a large Victorian 
hospital expansion.

• Security Trustee and Facility Agent for transactions 
originated by a large wealth management company 
providing funding for:

 - Qld Student accommodation

 - Commercial building in Hobart Tasmania

 - Commercial property redevelopment in NZ

 - Commercial property redevelopment in Melbourne

 - Commercial property and shopping centre 
development in Victoria

• Security Trustee for the refinance of student 
accommodation across 5 Universities.

• Security Trustee for an IPO – Rural and Agricultural 
business.

• Facility Agent and Security Trustee for a large 
multinational organisation for the redevelopment of 
commercial and retail properties in Sydney NSW.
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Note issues 

Our note services include acting as trustee for 
retail and wholesale note issues such as secured or 
unsecured notes, convertible notes and hybrids. 

Whether you are looking to issue notes to raise 
funds for working capital or capital adequacy 
purposes to fund an acquisition or to invest in other 
assets, we are able to assist. 

We currently act as trustee for over A$7.5 billion in 
notes as at 30 September 2018.

Recent experience:

• Appointed note trustee for Suncorp Limited – $275m 
subordinated notes issued November 2017.

• Appointed note trustee for Challenger Capital Notes No 2 - 
$450m issued March 2017.

• Appointed note trustee for Macquarie Capital Notes (MCN 
4) – $500m issued March 2019.



Page 7 of 14

Sargon Capital Pty Ltd | ABN 73 608 799 873 | www.sargon.com/corporate-trust | Page 7

The information contained herein is of a general nature and does not constitute financial product advice. 
On 31 October 2018, Sargon acquired the corporate trust business of Australian Executor Trustees Limited (AET). The information contained 

herein may relate to services provided by the corporate trust business under AET’s ownership. 

Corporate Trust
Capability statement

Benefits of using us
Trusted: Powering over $40 billion of assets, 
Sargon combines financial licenses, industry 
experts and modern technology to enable 
our clients to build better funds and financial 
products.

Strong expertise: We have strong expertise 
and experience in providing trustee and custody 
solutions. Our industry experts have significant 
years of experience in providing tailored 
solutions to clients.

Modern technology: Sargon is focused on 
building software to empower our clients, 
partners and industry experts to innovate in 
financial services, while mitigating security and 
compliance risks.

Dedicated: We recognise that to be successful, 
we must ensure our clients’ success.

Global: We operate across Australia, Hong 
Kong and New Zealand with over 100 staff and 
have a diverse portfolio of financial licenses to 
leverage global innovation. 

Our approach
We provide a range of quality solutions and 
a high level of dedication to our clients. We 
partner with you to ensure all your trustee and 
custody requirements are fulfilled.

Relationship focused
 

We believe that our relationships with people 
are the most important part of our business. 
We value our employees, partners and most 
of all our clients. We strive to create strong 
and lasting relationships with clients and the 
referrals we receive from existing clients and 
partners are a testament to our approach. 

Excellent customer service 
Our personalised service is what sets us 
apart from our competitors. We take time to 
understand your business, your needs and the 
details of your specific transactions. We are 
efficient, meet deadlines and provide timely 
responses to your queries. 

Our clients say we are easy to do business 
with – we are friendly, flexible and attentive. We 
get to know you as an individual – not just as a 
number and you can always contact one of our 
experienced staff directly. 

Technology enabled
We believe in the power of modern technology 
to empower teams, collaboration and enable 
our industry experts to provide efficient, quality 
and scalable solutions.

Tailored solutions 
Our experience means that we understand 
complex corporate trust transactions and have 
the expertise to offer flexible, tailored solutions 
to best suit your needs. In addition, we are 
experienced in negotiating with clients, third 
parties and stakeholders.
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What our clients say about us
We have surveyed our clients to find out how they rated us as a provider of corporate trust services:

• Seventy two per cent rated us as either ‘extremely good’ or ‘good’ as a provider of corporate trust 
services.

• The areas they rated us best in were reputation, professionalism, response to queries, reliability 
and staff knowledge – which were also the areas of most importance to them.

• Our staff were rated as professional, easy to deal with, friendly, helpful and knowledgeable.

• Ninety three per cent were happy with our existing suite of services and over ninety per cent of 
you would recommend us to others.

Client testimonials

“Great with any requests, even at 
short notice, and nothing is too 
hard for them to organise.”

“For the past few years that I 
dealt with Sargon Corporate 
Trust, the working relationship 
that we have gained is very 
valuable. They are very 
professional and prompt to 
respond.” 

“We enjoy the relationship, and see 
it very much as a partnership rather 
just a service provider relationship.”

“Great team with good 
knowledge and willingness 
to assist to meet tight 
deadlines.”

“Top level attentive and 
focused. Prepared to work 
in a partnership.”

“Sargon Corporate Trust distinguishes 
itself from its competitors by being 
responsive, flexible and commercial, as 
well as superior value for money.”
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Industry support 
We are a proud supporter of the financial services sector through our sponsorship and attendance at 
industry conferences and events, and memberships of industry associations and groups. Some of our 
recent initiatives are outlined below: 

Sponsorships 

2018 Australian Securitisation Forum (ASF) Annual Conference. 

2018 Banking and Financial Services Law Association (BFSLA) Conference. 

Kanganews Debt Capital Market (DCM) Summit 2019. 

KangaNews Westpac Corporate Debt Summit 2018. 

2018 Property Funds Association (PFA) Annual Conference. 

Industry support 

Attendance at the 2018 Australian Securitisation Forum (ASF) Annual Conference. 

Attendance at the 2018 Property Council of Australia (PCA) Annual Conference. 

Attendance at the 2018 Banking and Financial Services Law Association (BFSLA) Annual 
Conference. 

Attendance at the 2018 Finance and Treasury Association Annual Conference. 

Attendance at the KangaNews Debt Capital Market (DCM) Summit 2019. 

Attendance at the KangaNews Westpac Corporate Debt Summit 2018. 

Attendance at the 2018 Property Funds Association (PFA) Annual Conference. 

Attendance at the 2018 Altfi - Alternative Financing and Market Lending Conference.

Memberships 

Australian Custodial Services Association (ACSA). 

Australian Investment Council (AIC) / Australian Private Equity and Venture Capital Association 
(AVCAL). 

Australian Securitisation Forum (ASF). 

Banking and Financial Services Law Association (BFSLA). 

Property Council of Australia (PCA). 

Property Funds Association (PFA). 

Asia Pacific Loan Market Association (APLMA).
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Yvonne Kelaher
Head of Corporate Trust

Yvonne has over 21 years of experience in 
the financial services industry, including 18 
years providing corporate trustee, custody 
and administration services to equity and debt 
capital markets. 

Prior to Yvonne being appointed as Head 
of Corporate Trust in May 2018, she led the  
Relationship & Transaction Management 
Team, responsible for client relationships, 
implemeting new business and deal 
negotiation at Australian Executor Trustees 
(AET).

Yvonne’s extensive experience also includes 
roles at both State Street and Westpac 
Institutional Bank.

Vincent Touchard
Senior Manager, Client Services

Vincent joined Sargon in April 2019 as Senior 
Manager, Client Services. Prior to Sargon, 
Vincent worked for 12 years at Perpetual 
Corporate Trust as Senior Manager, Trustee 
and Custody. In this role, Vincent gained 
extensive experience in private equity, property 
and various other asset classes.

Vincent’s career spans over 20 years in 
banking, strategy consulting and corporate 
trust businesses in France, Hong Kong and 
Australia.

At Sargon, Vincent manages the team 
responsible for building and maintaining client 
relationships.

Our leadership
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Our leadership (continued)

Jo Cochrane
Senior Manager, Business Services

As Senior Manager, Business Services, Jo is
responsible for the centralised management
and oversight of administrative tasks for 
Sargon’s corporate trust solutions. This 
includes developing and implementing new 
processes to achieve industry best practice 
and ensuring adherence to compliance and 
risk obligations. Jo is also responsible for 
project management, IT infrastructure liaison 
and banking relationships.

Jo has over 18 years of experience in financial 
services, 14 of which have been with AET 
Corporate Trust prior to its acquisition by 
Sargon. In her previous role as Relationship 
Manager, she was responsible for building and 
maintaining client relationships and
implementing new business for property
Clients.

Prior to this, Jo spent four years
working in the property custody area
at Guardian Trust and JP Morgan Trust
Australia.

Leanne Clark
Senior Finance Manager

As Senior Finance Manager, Leanne is
responsible for accounting and tax services,
management reporting, company secretarial
compliance as well as the analysis of
financial reports for the Corporate Trust 
business. 

Leanne has over 25 years’ experience in 
financial services, 10 of which have been with 
Australian Executor Trustees (AET) Corporate 
Trust prior to its acquisition by Sargon. 
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Our leadership (continued)

Andrew Peterson 
Director

Andrew Peterson is a Director of Sargon 
Corporate Trust and is the Chief Operating 
Officer of Sargon, having joined the business in 
2017. 

In his current role, Andrew has responsibility for 
the day-to-day operation of Sargon’s business, 
including the integration of acquired businesses. 

Andrew brings more than 25 years’ experience 
in the financial services industry, including  
roles with Required Financial Services, Aviva 
Investors / Antares Equities, Timbercorp and 
IOOF. 

With a focus on asset management, including 
executive leadership, sales, research, 
compliance, and product development across 
the retail and wholesale sectors, he has forged 
a reputation as a commercially-focused, results-
driven, and strategic executive.

Fiona McNabb
Director

Fiona McNabb is an experienced non executive 
director with over 25 years’ of corporate 
experience in actuarial consulting, financial 
markets, derivatives pricing and trading, 
treasury, investments, risk management, 
compliance and governance. Fiona is currently 
an independent non executive director of 
Trustee Partners, a government appointed 
director of Melbourne Polytechnic and a 
member of Anglican Funds investment 
committee. She has experience as a director 
in a wide range of industries, including 
agriculture, forestry, health, education, sport, 
superannuation and investments. 
 
Fiona is also a Senior Industry Fellow in the 
Department of Banking & Finance at Monash 
University where she currently lectures in 
investment banking and ethics. She has 
a Bachelor of Science (mathematics), is a 
Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors, a Senior Fellow of the Financial 
Services Institute of Australasia, a Graduate 
of the Australian Institute of Superannuation 
Trustees and is RG146 compliant for 
superannuation. 
 
Fiona is passionate about women in 
leadership, finance and education.
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